TITLE: “AM I REALLY ON THE RIGHT TEAM?”
OPENING QUESTION: Why do you think some people choose to only root for the champion team, while others
choose to root for the underdog?
Genesis 37:5-9– Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He said to them,
“Listen to this dream I had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood
upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign
over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.Then he
had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon
and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”

QUESTION: Have you ever believed God gave you a dream, only to wonder if it would ever happen when
circumstances seemingly stood in contrast to those dreams?
Genesis 37:23-24– So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was
wearing— and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no water in it.

l JOSEPH IS RIPPED FROM HIS FAMILY & JOSEPH IS SOLD INTO SLAVERY.
QUESTION: Was there anything about Joseph’s journey you could relate to in your life?
Genesis 39:1-2- When Joseph was taken to Egypt by the Ishmaelite traders, he was purchased by Potiphar, an Egyptian
officer. Potiphar was captain of the guard for Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. The Lord was with Joseph, so he succeeded in
everything he did as he served in the home of his Egyptian master.

QUESTION: How can we think we are on the winning team when it feels as though victory seems nowhere in sight?
QUESTION: Why do so many Believers give up on promises of God so easily?
V. 5– From the day Joseph was put in charge of his master’s household and property, the Lord began to bless Potiphar’s
household for Joseph’s sake.

QUESTION: What can we do to keep the faith in His plans for us? What can we do to understand His

timing and ways when they are so different than ours?
SIMPLE TRUTH: While Joseph, at age 17, was in slavery and ripped away from his family… He did
what anyone would do who was CONFIDENT GOD WAS WITH HIM and victory would come.
l JOSEPH IS WRONGLY ACCUSED OF TRYING TO HAVE AN AFFAIR WITH POTIPHAR’S WIFE.
V. 8 & 9– But Joseph refused. “Look,” he told her, “my master trusts me with everything in his entire household. No one
here has more authority than I do. He has held back nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How could I
do such a wicked thing? It would be a great sin against God.”

SIMPLE TRUTH: While Joseph was accused of something he did not do, he did what anyone would
do who was CONFIDENT GOD WAS WITH HIM and victory would come.

QUESTION: What can we learn from how Joseph reacted to being falsely accused.

“Joseph knew even though his God seemed silent, he was not absent!” –Pastor Gary
l JOSEPH IS WRONGLY SENT TO PRISON.
V. 20 & 21– So he took Joseph and threw him into the prison where the king’s prisoners were held, and there he
remained. But the Lord was with Joseph in the prison and showed him his faithful love. And the Lord made Joseph a
favorite with the prison warden.

SIMPLE TRUTH: Even though Joseph was wrongly imprisoned and felt things were unfair, he did
what anyone would do who was CONFIDENT GOD WAS WITH HIM and victory would come.
QUESTION: Sometimes the church and people that make up the church can send a signal to people that a life
with God is always easy, perfect, instant. What can we do in the church to ensure proper understanding of
these trials in life?

l THE CUP-BEARER IS RELEASED & LETS JOSEPH DOWN.
Genesis 40-13-15– Within three days Pharaoh will lift you up and restore you to your position as his chief cup-bearer.
And please remember me and do me a favor when things go well for you. Mention me to Pharaoh, so he might let me out
of this place. For I was kidnapped from my homeland, the land of the Hebrews, and now I’m here in prison, but I did
nothing to deserve it.”
V. 23– Pharaoh’s chief cup-bearer, however, forgot all about Joseph, never giving him another thought.

SIMPLE TRUTH: Even though his moment to relieve his circumstances had come and gone, he did
what anyone would do who was CONFIDENT GOD WAS WITH HIM and victory would come.
QUESTION: How are you able to make perseverance and the long journey more known for new
believers and nonbelievers? What should we do differently?
l FINALLY, 13 YEARS LATER, GOD’S PLAN WAS REALIZED.
Genesis 41:9a & 12– Finally, the king’s chief cup-bearer spoke up. There was a young Hebrew man with us in the prison
who was a slave of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he told us what each of our dreams meant.
V. 15 & 16– Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream last night, and no one here can tell me what it means. But I
have heard that when you hear about a dream you can interpret it.” “It is beyond my power to do this,” Joseph replied. “But
God can tell you what it means and set you at ease.”
V. 41 & 44– Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the entire land of Egypt.”… “I am Pharaoh, but no one
will lift a hand or foot in the entire land of Egypt without your approval.”

QUESTION: God was always in control – even though His plan may have seemed to be derailed at times.
What can you and I learn from this when it comes to situations in our lives?

CLOSING QUESTION: What is a God-given dream or promise for your life that became a reality? Is
there one you are in the middle of waiting on right now?

