
 

May 2-3, 2020        Is It Real: The Resurrection 

 
Opening Question: What is the most unbelievable thing you have ever witnessed?  What is it like telling 
others about it? 
 
In this message, Pastor Gary explores the most amazing ever witnessed in the history of the world.  
Imagine what it was like for those who were there! 
 
1 Corinthians 15:17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of 
your sins. 
 
Also see Ecclesiastes 7:25a  
 

 Difficult Claim#1: The Tomb Wasn’t Really EMPTY. 
 
Matthew 28:6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
 
• The JERUSALEM FACTOR        • The Criterion of EMBARRASSMENT        • ENEMY Attestation 
 

 Difficult Claim#2: “Jesus Wasn’t REALLY DEAD.” 
 
John 19:1 Then Pilate had Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip. 
 
John 19:34 One of the soldiers, however, pierced his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water 
flowed out. 
 
“Jesus’ death as a consequence of crucifixion is indisputable.”  
– Gerd Lundermann, Atheist Scholar 
 
Question: What myths and bad information about Jesus’s life have you heard or even believed before?  
 
Question: After hearing Pastor Gary deal with some of the myths about Jesus, which one(s) were most 
intriguing or surprising to you? 
 
 

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE RESURRECTION: 
 

 EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS 
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-8 I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to 
me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 	He was buried, and he was raised from the dead 
on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. After that, he 
was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 
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SETLIST:   • King Of Glory  • Welcome The Healer  • Jesus Paid It All  • I Exalt Thee 

died. Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles.	Last of all, as though I had been born at 
the wrong time, I also saw him. 
 
Question: As Paul writes about Jesus’ resurrection, he mentions that most of the eyewitnesses were still 
alive.  Why is this significant? 
 
 

 PROPHECY ACCURACY 
 
Luke 24:25-27, 32 “How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe everything the prophets 
said!	 Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and then to enter his glory?” And Jesus 
explained to them what was said about himself in all the Scriptures, beginning with the books of Moses 
and the writings of all the prophets…. They said to each other, “Wasn’t it like a fire burning in us when he 
talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 
 
 

 DISCIPLES’ DEATHS  
 
Acts 4:20 “As for us, we cannot help speaking	about what we have seen and heard.” 
 
Question: Why do you think the disciples didn’t just slip away into quiet obscurity after Jesus was 
crucified? 
 
 

 CHANGED LIVES 
 
John 14:6 Jesus answered,	“I am	the way	and the truth	and the life.	No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” 
 
Question: Some say that Jesus’ claim to be the only way to Heaven is too exclusive. Why does Jesus 
claim to be the only way to God? 
 
Question: What is so powerful about a life that has been changed by Jesus? 
 
Question: Which of the truths about the resurrection is most intriguing or surprising to you? How does 
that affect your thinking about the resurrection?  
 
 

KEY CLOSING QUESTION: 
 
Question: Did the message equip you in your faith? If so, how can you use the information in a loving 
way to help others? 
 


